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division by memo: 
tion of allegea . 

involves c 

f^ttith sevSral Iweil known sportsmen's magazines as well as contact 
llgive co.’s panics .engaged in nanuf ac t uring rifle scopes ana mounts . 


Sedated January pl> 1955 > aas requested investigation oi 
|iln the captioned -natter. The investigation requested 


t 
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mve : 




a tion is based or. tne aliu gaVicm nnat ce 
feidanuf acturerl of rifle scopes ana no-ants have conspired witn tn- 
f^ublishors ofi several sporting magazines to control prices at w. 
Zb ’these products are cis tribute a ar.a sola to tne puolic. It is a 
fylthat tne magazine publishers, acting in collusion witn tne snano. 
Il^iiav© refused to accept- advertising of tnose firms wni.cn atlsimpt 
#J|h6se products at cut prices. Suer, concerted action to -boycott 
^advertising of price cutting retailers would apparently constit 
Miuiuion 0 f the Sherman. Act . 


pay . The Department has requested that we 

felpiagazines, and their publishing companies: 


contact tne foil 


Field and Stream, Hugh Grey, editor, published by Henry :• 

. . and Company, hew York City 

Outdoor Life, William £. Roe", E ait or, publiahea by Populo: 

Science Publishing Company, New York Ci' 
Hunting and Fishing, 5ob Becker, Editor, published by Hum 

and Fishing 'Fublisning Corporation. Chi 
Sports Afield, Ted Resting, Editor, published by The- Hears 

Corporation, New York City 

Fur-Fisi-Game (Harding's Magazine), A. V. Haruing, Eoltor 

published by A. R, . Ijardipg_Puolisning C 
Columbus, Onio 

; Xr| addition to the above-named magazines, we are ask 
f ive ; -c<! mpanie s engaged in ths manufacture fitid distributic 
MyBJCOpes and counts, v At alT^e ae companies, the investigation 

evidence that the magazines and tn 
;q«.boycott the advertising of price c 



if 







This is submitted for your information. 

Copies of the Antitrust Division request are being prepared 
Jp and appropriate instructions will be forwarded to the field immediately. 
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and 

Bausch 

.'and Lomb Optical Co., waS^ava^^CT^afmuw^oepo^^ show-, 
ing financial statements, asset value and quantum of 
'easiness transacted annually by this company from 19^9"/ 
through 19$k as well as Information showing the proportion 
-p.ol tradness In scopes -and' mounts compared to total-' bus'InoW" 
"transacted during those years. According to these in- 
dividuals, scopes and mounts form a relatively small 
portion of their total business. Price list was furnished 
r.y E and. I. Company for scopes and mounts as well as 
conditions of sale. Statistical data was obtained re- 
’ fleeting number and dollar value of scopes and mounts' 
cold ir. 191+9 through 1951+. Bausch and Louth. 

’’fair trade” these products. 

Bausch and Lomb Optical Co.,' aavisea tnal 
ne acoenafedi “lie meeting held at National Rifle Association 
Headquarters. Washington, D. C 5J on L / 2 0/53 * at ’which time, 
other manufacturers issued complaints that the American'- - ; 
Rifleman was relaxing its long established policy; _ of i/h 5 

fc ting its readers from false claims in advertising.'.. ;/ - 
claims meeting had no effect in the attitude or V 
"peri orma nee by Bausch and Lomh Optical Co., and further , 
that no conclusions were reached and no actions wereldebl-$e< 
a result of this meeting to his knowledges 
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^ v Bausch and Lomb Optical Company, advised that the 
amount of business transacted by his company in 
scopes and mounts is relatively small as compared 
with the overnl^mi£ntm of business transacted. 
annually. inter v levee •■'arch 2 . 1915 

Ho made available annual reports 
of the Bausch and Lomt Company for the years 191+9, 

19; 0, 195)2, 1953 and 1954. He stated that the 
copies of the annual report for 1951 arc not available, 
however, the annual report for 1952 does include the 
financial status including the assets and the sales 
for the year 1951. 

These annual reports are being 
furnished as enclosures with this report to the 
Bureau. 



and Lome Company 
through 1954 ore 

Year 


The total asset value 
well as sales for th; 
1 1 out : 

dales 


&?"• 


$35,307,100 
$38,027,193 
$48,530,912 
,$ 52 , 150,81 2 
$51,077,282 


of the Bausch 
. years 1949 

Total Assets 

439,195,53? 
940,443,023 
943,660,298 
$43,498,758 
543 ,097,So5 


548,927,91*7 6U-4^'f 6 & 3 ‘* 
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made available a copy oi ? 
publication' of the bausch and Lomb Optical Company, 

.' entitled, "Facts About' Hunting Sights" which is 
described as a manual of technical and practical 
•information on the' design and 'construction of tele- 
scopic hunting 'sights and their performance and 
: v'depehdabiiity.i .;v.He 0 described -this publication as 
the best descriptive;' information, of .'.the various 
Vypas of rifle scopes and'moiihts produCedibytthe 
Bausch and Loirfu ^tiaa.1 Company. " r/ ' ;;: ' ■ 

This manual is being forwarded- as an 
enclosure with this report; to the Bureau. 

?uar.yv lljj, ■ 1954, 

Bausch and' Lomb op 

ise of the relatively smal 

.business transacted by thi : s. company in scopes and 
■p - -/■ mounts,, no • separate flies sire maintained on the 

competitors, of the BauSch ..'and- -Lomb Optical Company 
T " in this field. He' staged - that . -any correspondence 

relating 'to any of the competitors would be contained 
in the general files and because of the small Amount 
of correspondence he does not feel that a general 
. file review would be feasible. 
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made available the files ■ 

concerning the National- Rifle Association of America-, 

16 00 Rhode Island Avenue,. Washington 6, D. C., which 
include a. letter, datecf- 1 April 7 > 1953 from MERRITT A. 
"EDSONj* -Exebutive* ; National Rifle Associa- 
tion of America requesting that, he 

attend a »9e fcing'' ; oW!PHH^C^c953 at 10:00 'a.m. , y .-i;.;.-, 
-"to explore •ail; the ■ f ac^oi{'s'f ihvo lve d . in : bur v advertising 
'/policy as it / .pe^t^ns'' < tb , f^i5rdin6' the' pr ovisipps ■ of . 
lithe several Fair TradejAc t s,“ ; ■; 1 : .p- 

-in this 'file there is contained" a -letter -> v r 
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from 1 

• : 'ion to attend the. ahovrT 

the Bausch and Lomh Company 
: c contracts with it3 dealer's. 

states, "however, since the 

_ i one of the principal advertising 
-..•'.oculars, rifle sights, and spotting 
initely Interested in any gonoral 
. *-i the advertising policies of the 

: lie also is a letter dated April 13, 
. '•"1SG.V, Executive tor 

. I scion of .America vo 
. . the above me r ting. 


of these letters were 
and are being forwarded' 



'h 3, 1955, 

list by models 
According to 
‘set since Janu 




made 

pd mounts 
these 
and are 


He stated that with this price list, 
'.2 also sent to dealers and prospective 
. - the conditions of sale. 

• of the above price list ana form 
.lug forwarded as an enclosure. 

: ruary 23 , 1955,1 

. itistics are not available as to the 
:1s pro duo ed 'and sold, by units from the 
■ -jzh 1954* He made available the total 
: and the dollar amount of rifle scopes 
rlfied by the Bausch and Lomb Optical 
. ■; sights and mounts for the years 1949 
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following chart sets forth the number 
of units, the dollar value of sales of these items 
during those years 


SALES OF RIFLE SIGHTS AND MOUNT S 
YEAR'S X9U.9 THROUGH "1'55U 


RIFLE SIGHTS 


ry^ * f»<7 *p t n 


EXPORTS 


V \ 

Year 

Units 

Amount 

«c~ * 

. 1954 

1747 

84,302.70 


.1953 

2162 

105, 620.89 

; j J . 4 

1952 

3095 

i 

154*44-3 . 11 


1951 

3672 

184,673.20 


1950 

3294 

168,039.71 


1949 

3315 

167,267.99 


MOUNTS 


DOMESTIC 


Units 

6 

8 

7 

! - 10 
21 


fano m t 

325.00 

437.00 

414.25 

498.8? 

1,165.36 


EXFORTS 



Year 

Units 

Amount 

Units 

Amount 

1954 

1947 

31,482.40 

.8 - 

' 134.59 

1953 

2723 

44,141.92 

9- . 

. ,166,71 

. / /> • • :y 

1952 

3047 

4 . 9 , 152.69 

' "8 

■ ' 147.35 


U-; . 
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Units 


Amount 


Units 


Amount 
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65, 15.2.86 
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15 . 6.25 
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23 

391.25 

i^M-7 -95o 

1a8 , 076 . 95 

^ ^ ^ ^ 7, - 

— 

* EXCLUDES IRON RIFLE 

SIGHTS 
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^ -J -1 V.v ^ ^ J 
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,n February 15, 

+., i. , — ■■ E an sen and Lomb • 

o^a^ue was invited by General EDSONto'a masting held 
e * ati °aal Rifle Association Headquarters in ''. 
rro^bS°--i' D * cn April 20 » 1953. He stated that ; 
dated^rn 1 ? 3 ?oc- e< : alls that he received a letter 

inviMflff m t - e f. a “ ional R ifle Association of America, 
iSvoli f J 1 V° meeting to explore all the factors 

V?r?S ed ~ advertis i^g policies of the National 

? S i! Pertains to the enforcing and provisions 
•- inv-^? 1 - ad v ^ tS *- H ? stated that he accepted th» 

' vitwH° n L Dehal t °' f B ansch.and Lomb- Optical Comuanv 

Pointing but th a t,,the Bausch * “ 

Company does -not, have Fair’ I'radeWcbntracts 
d n?V deal :? S ^ 8t ^ed. thatNthe ■■meeting- vdk>y ' ... 

. ly motivated by the W. R. Weaver^'Comhany, • •w v '^ ch - 
does nave Fair Trade contracts with its IdealKs ^ahd 
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ol tne «. R . u ■-. n v j r , .u' •'.<'•> rr 
Rifleman should no t accept • - : ; • 
V/envcr pro duo ts at: la 550 toon 
Ho stated that the other ms; 



■x . a 


incsres complaints that the American Hi :'ln.T.n: 
laxing its long existing policy of poo toot ir^ 
readers from false claims in advertising and 
He recalls that Gen. EDSON pointed out ths.t t 


\c 


.1X3. 

itional 
sales 
weaver 

scopes w ere within the Fair Trade contracts and it was 
up to the V. R. Weaver Company to enforce the contracts 
h~ df t o-ilcrj r/f.t?: tj?c vf. dual dealers. The 7 


Rifle Association people could, not. possibly under 
tc check all ads to make sure that the prices for 


-r.e 


cooc 


:ord o 


oonor i.arm vnat ti 
? having taken imrr, <: 


emoiaints roc 


:.' J Vvi,'.v nv.v . •;»: rj 
ate action or: any 

ved from readers concerning false claims 
and other types cf dishonest advertising, lie stated 
that to the best of his knowledge no conclusions were 
reached and no actions were decided upon. He stated 
that to the best of his knowledge, nothing was accomplished 
except it gave the individual advertisers a chance to 
make known their complaints. He added that to tha 
beet of his knowledge the meeting resulted in no 
conclusions and no actior^^^puj^cind was taken a3 
a result of this meeting stated that he could 
say with certainty that had no effect in 

the attitude or performance of the Eausch and Lonb 
Comranv, 



itatei that to the best of his 

vledge or 1 observation there never has been any 
kind of an under standing between the manufacturer 3 
in the scope and mount field on any subject. He 
pointed out that the rifle, sight manufacturing 
field is known fox- the complete isolation of each 
manufacturer on all matters. He stated that he has 
no correspondence with the other manufacturers in 
this field and his only source of inf 
corning their activities comes from 


mm 


n con- 
salesmen 
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and sale.' s outlets. BHjHHI also pointed 
tha s^S^^Rr lean Rifleman is the "'best source cl 
advertising by a manufacturer ci scopes and mounts, 
and for this reason he does’ not think it would be 
probable that any manufacturer would refuse or 
Vo-refuse to- advertise in this publication. . He state: 
that 'this"- ; Would also be true to a lesser degree, in 
all outdoor type publications end added he knows of 
no threats by manufacturers ;to withhold advertising 
i'r.’.u any magazine because of retail price a»;’^sao'tbd 
cn vw;es er.d /aounts in the' retail advertisement's 
of periodic alt. ”0 s-dded that except for the- . incident 


:hat 


occurred on April H> 19 U, -br knows of no 


ccrmlaints or objections made by 


■ A 
» 

C\v 

\ 

Yv 

* * / 

;> 


th<? jfi ve 

manufacturers or by any distributor to a magatlo.r 
because that magazine was carrying retail advertise- 
ments which offered to sell scopes and mounts at 
cut prices. 

Wmm stated that because of the 
highly competitive field, he knows of the existence . 
of^no" contracts or understandings between any of 
the five manufacturers and distributors or retailers' 
of scopes and mounts which relate to: 

(a) Division of sales territories. 

(b) Price fixing or reonle price 
maintenance . 

Exclusive dealerships. 

Other regulations of business 
activities conducted by independent 
res-ellersV " ’ *" • 

stated that he is not in' --- 
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-os® e scion or does he know of any documents relatl 
c- deferring to scopes and mounts which disclose 
r*ft < ’usqls bv any of "the five manufacturers to sell 

of delive/their products upon order ^butor^or ^ 

or the discontinuance of supplies to uistributors or 
-esale outlets or the reinstatement of retail outl-us 
subsequent to termination of distributorships. 

! flflHilHH stated that he knows of no general 
^dlSgffllwRa magazine publishers or publishers 

ruc:r:ii * c turers ths * 

-C x 


zuhu-rs 
an 


<\ 

( \ 

\ ‘V 

r i . 


& particular course of action in 

^ , • v . .... v.ou.7 yt fch regard to 

tho lorn of coycota — ’- l \. DU ~ w-c * - , Jp, 

cut rate advertising of rifle scopes 



On March 3 j 

available a memorandum prepare; . 

to him concerning his recollection oi JJ® 8 . t -__ 
voi p at the National Rifle Association Headquarters 
in Wa shingt on, D; C., on April 20, 1953. This memorandum 
J Is dated February 22, 1955 and is being forwarded as 
enclosure* 

' The following exhibits were obtained 
and are being forwarded with this report as enclosures: 


Exhibit 


Exhibit II 


'••••'Exhibit III 


Exhibit IV 


,V5 “ «** ’* . : rs 


Annual report of the Bausch 
and Lomb Ortical Company, 

194-9 

Annual renort of the rausch 
and Lomb Optical Company, 
1950 

Annual report of the Bausch 
and Lomb Optical Company, 
3.952 

Annual report of the Bausch 
and Lomb Optical Company, 

• 1953 


y, t-r.y ..J yK-SS- ■ 6^ “4616 * 
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Exhibit VI 


Annual report of the Bauooh 
and Lorn Optical Company, 

1954 

A manual of technical and 
practical information on in e 
. • „... design and construction of 

telescopic hunting ^sights • • * ' 
their p er form anc e and dep endsuila.'by 

Exhibit Til °~tT,r-. v.wT e ,Sighfc_ 


-o rice list da 


o w U 


Exhibit VIII 
• Exhibit IX 

! 

Exhibit X 
! Exhibit XI 
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Form Letter rr'cc of tne opec-ai^ 
Sales Department 

Chart of sales of Hifls Sign^s 
.and Mounts for'y ears 1? 49 
through 1954 1 
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ED SON 

Bauscn ancnCom^jpWcaiuomp any 
Rifle Association^of 'America 
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San - ranciscc y oalm.j advertised rifle scopes and mounts 
, mine American -afleman from about Dec., 1951 to April, 1953 at cut rate 
l pr ;“ es : Jun9 > ^53 advertising rejected about April, 1953 by letter in 

| ra i-h^it vas inoicated rejection for reason that magazine aid not feel 
1 advertising was in best interests of sportsmen. In M aw . J •>'< • ! ; 

Company obtained Injun otic.? .?i dip- . : ;-sncfc.:o 

j -^tf cr sale rifle scopes and STur^^^t lets than 

certain pr ices . continued advertising in American Rifle- 

, using full prices but discontinued as business 
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ceclxceu to point where they discontinued entirely the hanaling of these 

products. No knowledge any collective notion in this matter by manu- / 
factor era and oublishers. // _ .™ tl3S 
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in the American advert is eraej 

under those suggested by the manufacturers, 
until May, 1953 when the W, Weaver Company obtained. an 
in Superior Court, |San Francisco, California, which enjoine: 
selling -or’ advertising for sale^at. less^Jhan^fricby 

. could ' not at las s 7 h h^^h&\f 

advised ilist prior to the above ^ritiori^a s . 

'letter fr<xz the American 'PdfleoW^^avino 

trtey hao indicated tham mat <*ere not going, to run^^B-aver 
in the June, 1933 [issue as zhey 
the 
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staled that af teh sceivHg' ihis'-re, _ 
following^ -inounotion obtained by Weaver they plated new ao 
merits with the- American Eiflffisanrfor the ."months, of 'J.uly_ thro u. 
October,- 1 953 in which the established retail^ price s. were? 

They discontinued; these after October,; 15^3 ; -ad they recoivec 
few responses and their sales fell off to the point ere ^ 
continued this' business entirely and they- have not resumed it 
had to write back to their customers and tell. them .that .they i 
not sell them at a discount and they soon lost all of the bus 
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and few contacts with other dealers in this equipment ahd had no 
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^ • knowledge cf- any collective - action. -on the part of manufacturers and. 

j in&intenaace ;of ; retail -.prices, on -this 

had on iy attempted to 'advertise : in the 

and 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


gHfl 


interviewed at Springfield, Illinois, on 3 - 

23-53 and signed statement obtained in which he advised. .he 
has been unable to heve .advertising inserted in "The American 
Rifleman"- since. -April, 1953, with one' exception which was 
apparent!- due ic an 1 error. SeveraL 


Vn&n'^u^ems ox 

^nrre>' 2 >ponuence obtainea from the files wnicn 

the "Rifleman” states the aus were refuse^^c^^n^e they were / : 
’’net in the best interests of the National Rifle Association, v r< - . 
or sheeting in general"# also because "it is our feeling .<* 
that offerings of shooting equipment at less than established.] 


jCil 


A 


V 


retail prices are cetrimental to the orderly movement cf s- 
merchandise through regular retail channels, are a disturbing, 
factor in the friendly relationships between established 
distributors and the National Rifle Association, and are 
otherwise contrary to the best interests ant^ tives cf i 
the Association, and sheeting in general". HjH says 
"I believe that the 'American Rifleman’ was^rcea to not 
accept my advertising because of pressure put on the publi- 
cation by large manufacturers and jobbers of scopes and 


!-. 


mounts . 
evidence. 


He wove 

it 


I fan unable to prove this by any documentary? 


R l 


-sac- g 


u.U. 
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ois (permanent address — — ^ „ 

_i Illinois) was interviewee on March 23, 

™ furnished' the following signed statement: 

.‘TSpringfield, 1-1. 

.• March., 23 , 19 £>. 

it- - give the- following 

nelf ? ?c me ' afl^PHSHgiiT ,of .the .Federal- .|ur^ ,of 
Investigation, TJ.. S.. Department, of , Justice.^ -Ho .threats 
or promises h a ve be en made to c aua e me' tc . gxVe >; .tnas; : : :• 
statement.- -o ' -,/;•; " t;' • : 






age having 


bean born on 
I can reaa ana 



t /> V 

1 n *v ' 


; : ^7 ' 

•'- K'. v' 

■ • > v ■ 

' \ V 

, . > r 



Pis 


aioia* 


n Sindtf^ : thiii\ latter part.bf^947 I. have bean operating , 
a small- mail- order, business- buying and selling tele- 
scopic; sights and mounts for grins. In .furtherance . of 
this business , . I .-regularly ..advertised in 1 The American 
rtifiemafi’ ,' the. Of ficihi; monthly magazine of the National 
Pifie 'Association^ •■ fiy ads were not too big, usually, 
..-and were .placed in the classified ad aection 
• magazine* , v ' /*• '• -V " ■ 


the 


"Most . of- 



the ad.3 pla 
the name of 
. This - was' a 



-d 


■hg, reasons : -. ' ( 1 ) s ;To keep , the W s ii , 

n , - , TS'E ^ A /» \ / P«iawI ■*■ yV-> yy> h a 'vStl 1 


.Weaver. 


-•- : :-;-K-:..pany,v-;2a- ..iFaeo jC'Texas /i from- whom;- i; was purchas 
'•' - - - --' - ••- : -L.- ^ --f hoM- --Ichbwing . that - their cUa t ome r 

' was., in turn. be l-ling • 'Shatr- nrodu. 

' price s' through 

^v^thh-’h^eaHHHHV i ■( 2 ),;i. 'considered 
to • be a : good name to sell • under inasmuch 
-’D %q' .remeitber, at least much -easier than 





ijliii'ii'fii 1 wivw 111 1 1 ■' 'w i I 1 "mm'ii, "I '■ » 
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V. ■-•;• .•■ 
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"In June, 1950 I received a letter from Mr. p. A. 
Moulton of 'The American Rifleman' stating that they 
would nc longer accept advertising from me. inasmuch as 
they had received information from 'reliable sources' 
that I was operating a number of supply businesses 
under the names of several different individuals and 
firms. The letter stated further that 'we dc not feel 
that it is in the best interests of the Association ana 
its members for us to continue to accept advertising 
for the Rifleman from anyone v:ho consistently operates 
under a number cf aliases. 1 



"After several letters back' and forth I managed 


to 


explain, apparently to thel.satiBf.acti'oh of the 'America.*? 
Rifleman', that I had . from'^timC : to time used ether manes 
and addresses in carrying on my business but that 
■practically all my advert! s*£j^j^£a^^Amferic&n Rifleman 1 
had been under the name ci as that was 

the name X wanted, to bu'ild 


" ~ V 


September, 






^*T * 

‘V‘'m . 

>’':X ' 


i receive a a letter from Mr. 1. 
iger. National Rifle Association 


1950 

r. Lucas, Business Mane 

of America, in which he advised the American Rifleman' 
would again accept my advertising* beginning with the 
November, 1950 issu^^prov^e^r~wcui^kdver^1^. o nl y 

tnat I would ' oractices 

in order to meet requirements : of' Pair Trade Laws. 

Things went along smoothly ■ from that point until 
. Kay, 1953 when the American Rifleman again refused to 
accept my advertising seating: 'The advertisement out- 
lined in your letter of April 30th is not in the best 
interests of the National Rifle Association, or shooting 
. in general. 1 

"When I asked for more specific ae tails as to why 
. _my advertising was unacceptableMto the. magazine I re- 
ceived another letter from Mr. P. A. Moulton, of: the 
■.’American Rifleman’ in which' he stated:' 1 
'Mfrf'As to the reasons for our. letter to youfoi!- May * 

R'f/ dth, it iu'enir feelihg " that- offerings of shooting 
equipment at less than .established retail prices " 


>re det 
me r chan 


etrimental to the orderly ' movement of* such 
ndi3e through regular;' re' tail "chorine Is . are 


< r -l 
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’ a ciscuroing factor in the frierulv re Inti rr 

established aistributoS anf?^ 
"i:: 1 riltle association, anc are otherwise 
contrary to the best interests n-o 0 e ll r - 
tre Association, and shooting i le^ti ^ 



1,1 thereafter sent in several p^=- r - -- -- 
■me American Rifleman » v,,<- 4. K * * . r ' f±&cec m 

one exertion w^ich aDDarentiV ^ werc a l- returned, wit 
Wt of someone'; On J,?* f bL” a i “ over 3 i 8 ht or. the 


/s ~ - . — v ^ w v c x [Z Cl t, or 

letter from lib tfoultorh r ’ u m % ■ 1 recelve<i another 
of not ecoen«h °““°;dh!4f?. ae reiterated the policy 

7 nnr ru n i-\ !ij. •• ^ 


3t accepting advertising?;" r ilsratea the p 
less than established Wh ° sol f i ^ t 
quoted from: this letter- " P ° A paragraph is 


* »' I T-, 


cwever 


> - i 


continue r- ; 


to our current re;;cr- 
^v'u;vcr; uuu;?ient s in 


<h L. 


Jc c < 


iways be running 


■ lie y c 
- e Rifleman 
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as outline 
tc advertise in 


establishec retail 
mto specisl 
in jour letoer’ # 
nis magazine sines 



ill 

exceptions 

' 

ict accepting 


^ C-lering scopes 


uces we shall 


’c urns c an :es 3 u c h 

■-i 

' . ■ 

■ve net been able 
* * ♦ 

•V,vQ< 
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t f 4 “- a ^ - TOdira » 

sxnce it has the widest circulator ?°t£ a ana ncunta 
£“£■*•*>» might be inlto ?“ 

«CLn y s. therefore, when <-h- .— °? e * ar.c 

ay advertising any icnge'r 1 cvtl^rU^ 3 ^ tc t “ ]ce 
potential customers, po.sibVH °'' ^ 

c -- from center.*- ,.,4*.u 7 J - riUC ■ • as were cut 


***>■*# ■* ° i 

f.;:./; 01 oo.ntact with me. As 
»*th a considerable number o' 

.XLclVo bpPh rneVI , *- _ 

' Vii 


a resu ] 


r _ 
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; p v^> 


c o e r c a u ri , 

• e h unable to s= n UUUUUU ttr * u rxunts which I 

cose 1 -- 1 .-. < ** 1 - are racin'' v hcor-'nr- 

loss; r - as caused ™ ccnsicerable financial"'"' 


a ■%.■ . ' 


Sr yS’t&y. 
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■•thu 


• v jeopis inc^cStf i 2owever 1 '‘ U - aCtUrerS a ^ C -^^eh , 

iaence: "rje ^“ijear ruT! tfc 7 
■/ , • ^111 no aouht . ^ lcan ^xfieman r 

. Ai. -Weaver Comnanv pf - 1 c ° rre sponhence from the w 

objects to ^ 34 if 3 ?- Te «" in which that co: ' 
v- ^ their proauct below : their.- esl 
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_ "list prices, l have every reason to believe the 
objections filed by the W. ri. Weaver Company with the 
■ 'American ■■Rifleman 1 were the prime factors in the 
decision of tne magazine not to accept my advertising 
any mere, I ‘recall ..a conversation I had in approximately 
19rl with an Oiticial ci the Morehouse and Wells comoanv 
of Decatur, Illinois in which this official stated in 
substance thac he had been instructed by the W....R, 

Weaver Company, not , to sell me any. more Weaver scopes as 
-I had been cutting the' price below the established 
list price. .. !■ cannot. Recall the name of this official 
of the Morehouse _.and;. Wells firm.. .. 

"I have' read the 'above statement consisting of 
this page and three other page 3 and it is' true. 


.;h'j 


11 hi tne 



* 'Special iigent , 


721 , bpringfield, Illinois^ 
? . ^ . I . Springfield, Illinois*^ 


Vv>a ' >i> e 4 'statement is being .retained in 

■ the opj.ingj.ield file • on this.. matter. • 


*•■!■£*?. D , 


v j - said.-fta .became involved in the mail' order 

business of paying selling spepes and - 

accident. He ex plained-. ‘that., some time inttHH|HlliiiiH be • 
^!! d ^ ! C S? e for ^ojin-rlfle and sentIBSWola 
i * lce 1a | v ^ re S 'Reaver Company, El Paso-,' Texas.-.' 
p exV8d the -.price.: list he noted that the price her- 
xor onree scopes was:. leas than the price for one* that 

• 2L' Pri S e K r eighteen, scopes 5as even 

. '.y. e ..uheref ore conceived .the eip’hfcepn" 

■ scopes -with the thqu&^Viio* .thaa((|HHfSe^»^ blT 

buy one^o.t the scopes, andiShe rest sSHSif, prjbahl? S 


'• • When he 

nr 


r>£ 


** . . 

iS>- 

O d 

k- 


(.ti- related..- this idea worked. out even 'ie-t ter - 

able to : sell' ail of trie ■ 

ln 8 fX? ■ : IV ° p ® s * : ^ ic 5 ^^ained from the. Weaver Comparand, 
•i“ f e c - e .^ 0 d ; orde r s ' f bij-more scopes '. than', the el pHtWWibV. :■ 






. v _ 






-1 nil 




;;;^r ap 

ti 6 k V J ■■ 

re iDcint where he was regularly running an ad every monti* 
he "Rif leraan" until the difficulties arose outlined in 


tc tn 
in t 

the above statement. 



a s 


:a io. he realized that if he advertised scopes 
"brana^ew^tnri at less than the established retaJ 


“herefcre . he adopted the subtenuge c s. using aliases in 


'.turers would soon refuse o 


o sell tc him any. .more. 


ordering 


scones from the manufacturers. 


I In addition, he advertised most of his stock. a3 

i "used, perfect" and then .quoted a price a few dollars_lss3 
I than the established list price -for a similar '"brand new 
scope. Actually, however, he filled the orders for used, 
ryrfect" scopes" from his "brand new" 3tock in most cases as 
| he* was still able to realize a satisfactory profit by t : :is 
I method of operation. 


i* C rt 0 'J & — j 



Weaver apparently founc. out wnar 
was doing ana began returning his purchase orders unfilled 
i but with “no explanation as to why his business was being 
refused. Not long after this he oegan to have h*s xirs'- 
!\ difficulties with the "Rifleman". 



was unable to locate any of the orders 
£^?eave^ which had been returned unfilled nor 
te any correspondence with Weaver on this matter, 
said he distinctly recalled receiving a 
ime from Weaver's attorneys asking him in 


he had sen 
could he 1 
However 

letter a. — .. 

effect tc cease and desist his "unfair practices' . 

had a file of correspondence he has had 
back ana force wl th the "Rifleman" which file dates back to 
195b. Pertinent documents from this file were photostated 
and are enclosed as exhibits wi s report 
going tc the Sureau. It pis notecSHHJH^ did not desire 
to relinquish possession of the or^^n^^^^cunents at this 
time; 


Sxhibit 
Number. . 



Letter to 1 

Rif leman" • date d ,J une 
has been. submitted to 
to handle-. any •• itfpre of 

. • x ~ „ d>b-v£4.« -'A', A-i, p 



Descri ption 

from "The American 
- beginning : ” Information 
his letter, .refuses, y 
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exhibit 

Number 

1-A 
2 


2 -A 


A 


I \ 


\) 


y~ 


Description 


of 


’Ad for July, 1956 


’The American Rj fleman 


, i u 


which vj a :?. refused by the magazine » 



■• a ve 

from] 

"In re] 

In this letter] 
use of "aliase; 


n letter to Mr. f-’RMD t \ , MOULT OK 
dated June 29, 1950, beginning : 
ter of June 2, I wish to say..." 
off ers .'.•explanation as tc his 
arrying On his business. - 


"Ad for August, 1950 issue of 'The American rifle- 


man 


i ’> 


publication of which was refused. 


Association ui junerlca 

tc dated 

passed along to me your 

friendly letter of June 2Vth as it involves a matter 
of policy,,.." letter additional explanation 

i's requested as to why he used "aliases" 

in the ope rati o^o^nis business. 





nough 


from "The American Rifleman" tc'^^ 

dated July 31, 1950, which beginsT’ " a: 

we recently, 

report fre^ 

encourage concerning "the questions 

raised letter to you of the 6th", 


and interesting 
..." This letter 


n letter to 




your let 


y 31* 4 . 


’ 'hi 


mi 


r -r. i' , Ri.D A. MOULT uN 
SI, 1950, beginning: 
^letter of July 6 
In this letter 


offers further explanation as to his use of 
operation of his business. 

begln^^^^jr^Pli^^r'taining to advertising^in 
r The American Rifleman' under the names of several 
different individuals and firms-,,.." Thia letter 


U'XJiPe 





7^ 
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. v aT*«> d 


Ir^Vi'S '• 'tV** : 

V ; : H -- • ^ SI 6C-l;-ii 
V; ; :-' .'. ■ • Exhibit 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



::,m 


Uumfce: 


De scription 

+hat further advertising will be 


bajjUjj— T' since had _ a g r eed to "remodel" 

ffl^^Hhling practices in order to meet 


7 -A 


fidh. 


**MV ,<s 


rr 

5;. '- '*. ■ 


V h- 


p * 

>-< -ft 


states in subi 
accepted from] 
a portion of 

requirements of bail"’ Trade laws. 

One ---° h.nr-jrl t.f.fm letter to Mr. FRED A. MO'JLTOi! 

; ^ dated April 30, 1932 and wtu.pt> 

..my ad for June, -1952. * • • • * 

"Add for June-, .1952; ’The jAmeri.can • Rifleman!" *. ^This is 

• considered- as' a' typical 'example of; the type of ad- 
vertisement acceptable to the American Rn_eman . 

Postal cara dated May 5_. liiv? showing. Oi 

this ad by che , 

to 

which begins ; 


Cne page handwritten letter fro ^ 

Mr. FRED A. MOULT OU dated March a, 

"Attached is my. ad. for May, 1953.,. 

"Ad for May, 1952 rThe American, Biflomazi". ••■' This i 
considered .ano.the't’VtTPic^ll®^^ 1 ®' ° r the t; 7 p ® c ~ 
ad acceptable to - the ;v ? Rif lenari « 


m m 

.a-m 





8-e 


Postal card dated April 2, 1953 showing acceptance of 
this ad by the "Rifleman". 


\ 




i n 


Qne. page handwritten letter to Mr. FiuiD^a, MOJLTON 
• dated April 

June, " 1953 . ’ Written across 

this is the word "Refused". 

"AS for June, 1953, ft-The American. /Rifleman’. n -v. ••Written 
•..across this-ls ; the- word'^Refused", • • .• - 

from' "The- American Rif leraan"^ toj^ 

dated- MAy 5 , 1953 ' beginning: ''The aavertise- 

- .^eS^utiihe.d in your^ letter,.; of wApril^l.Oth _s not, in . 

. ; ; the •best . int ere s t s tr-*.*-™-! « A««nM n tl nn. ., 




JWSagEa stwspr' r w-tt 




-W^vp • 


V 




v >.,Y 
^ ■ .; :- k * , 
J ;/,..• 
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rescript ic i . 


11 



letter t.c 
dated May 5, 1; .; 

. a field trim ted. 



a ci ve rt i3i nr, t c 


lean r. liJ.ei” 
beginning : 

t;* V Ill’ll, P Li. 1 I*C W a Lie J. a l; - i : j . ~~ - 1 - OUr.C. 

ct May , 1 93 0 " ■ :• * ■ - - ■- _let t c* : 

requestr. ’’...just what wv. may i wore my 

r* acceptable tv the ’American Rifleman’ ’ 


12 



from "Tue Arne r ic an Rifle 
dated May it, 1953 which 
^S^^^sorry for emission' of 


One pagj 
man" to 
begins : 

copy of our current rate card from our letter to you 
of May 3th,..." The second paragraph : f this letter 
states: "As to the reasons for cur letter to ;c 

of May pth, it is cur feeii 
shooting equipment at less 
unices are oetirt'/ten taj v •.■ 


ler cur 

letter t o 

xly. tr,Ht 0 

f J c r . r* c 

•j- )■*« r t - r ^ C’*+ 

X. • ve 

- i-aer i 

* ■ m v ei-ient 


n~rc:i at •.or 


x X ‘ 0 13. g fi i 


c X3 annex.- 


1 actor in r.r.e frienaiy relationships between establish*: 
i distributors and the National r.ii'ie kssu iaticn, and 
A * are otherwise contrary tc the best interests and 
/.‘.objectives of the Association, ana shoe tins in general." 

N" 



arc a cisturbim 


12 -A b- 


Letter from ?« A. MOULTON toHHppp cate i Kay ip, 
1953 beginning: "furelv cn a personal oasis 1 am 
inclined tc believe that the manufacturers cf 


scones vov. still have on Lana, in new factory 


tne 
: end: 


would be willing tc purchase those 


13 


13 -A 


c pure n ace z no se sc 
at exactly what you pale for them " 


pes from you 


P&ih. ■ ■ ■ 

'V./, -j | 

f Vf t lif- 
v;- 

f ' 


One let 

fror^mP^m^ nates 

"At t acnec^^^m^^miec U , amt. -..10.00 for a:-.v ... 1 fulv 

195;'" . 

"AD for July, 1933, ’The American Rifleman'", Thi 
ad was enclosure cc exhibit ir 12 ana was- refused by 
-the may aoi.’.e . 

1 

One page typewr^j 
Association to 
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De script ion 



{ K 


u i 


tut "the acceptance *cf - & 4 bhh sr 
if.”. ih . e . American Rifleman' is not 
c - <*• actional Rifle Association." ' lnt61 ' 

0ne Page handwritten letter to 'fh=. ^ M 

American Rifleman” f rorufli|HfadiB^ib^ n : st ' The 
19 53 which begins ■ duly 3- 

i;lC.8o, for ad beiowjf o^epthdS^R ' am0 ’“ nt ’ 

*?*>•* 11. 1953 showing accept. rc n 
'thin!?- oe P t ® mbe *’ issue oh the - "hi 
rrj inko SOWehr ^- -h- a 0 c e p ting - 1 his * 


.tsbI 
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c 'f the ff Ad for C^fnhAr -r GC^ d 

Rifleman"' which ad wa‘ m5w’ 53 > ’**“ 

(Exhibit #16). ' refus ' a Per the above lest 


vuer 


?C’ur page 
n&n 11 from 
oegins : "j am 
ir this lette*. 
the "hlflcman" 

issues " 



^.ter to "The ^aericar: ?< n P 
aated April 20 to... Gi 7 

so v; i r Ui +*>■,<-. t , 

, Pleacs to have an ad“rur ^ 6r * 

'l^TTcr the one issue’, £? 


.” Arra3 Che3t Ad for June-, 1951+", 


j r g® "1’he American Phfie 
dated 3, 1954 which begins : 
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bO-ll-i: 


ixhibi t 
Number 


Description 

y ca ? assure you that we are fully appreciative of 
the circumstances. . . , " The second paragraph of this 
letter statefe: "However, if we continue to make 

special exceptions to our current general policy c" 
net accepting any advertisements in ’The Rifleman’ 
offering scopes at .less than established retail prices 
we shall aiwfeys be running into special circumstances 
suer, as outlined in your letter.” 

nly other, magazine he had 
• but ’-had ' had very little 
s continued them. He also 


acvejrtisea 
j response from thes* 



i ^ ^ r ^ ux^unuinu&a tnei n* tie also 

/\\ ^o-uiG fad3 run in other : sporting magazines were unprofitable 

^ Sd an *? Effused by any maparfne, hcweuvx-, except 
\ V» ihe American riiflemin". 



V 



, „ ; £ l-° aavised he now stood to lose a good 

* fcu °‘ the moriC ^ hejhad invested in his scope stock and there 
eppearec to be littl$ chance of selling these scopes since 
t.ne reacers of Tne American Rifleman” were bis principal a-u 
in fact, his only sales, outlet. P P ^ , Q ‘* U) 

RT'EDAUf ; Exhibits numbers 1 through 18. as above 
1 described. 
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Ccpy'of/a letter dated^september-; 10,'- _ 
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Mounts. begirding/. »Iou:.vd;ll be 'interested .ir*- the If oil cv; in. r 
: etccarpt /frci* a^neicdr^diun-.o £ instructions., frorn our publisher 
L./F . L-cCLU?3; ,: to classic ie d" • adv er tis ing ; /editorial ' 
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be t oor t»C* 

April IT, T7537 x y u: i 
o cc os&ci *> o cm ubvw 
r«te n c,.py lor the iollovrin. 


1 clifcill’Si 




beginning, M I an 
>; which cacry »■ out- 


dated November 5, 1953, . f cctt- 
^rcvlng, 



SIXTH SG0P3S AHD COUNTS , 


.d 


f\ 

V 


0 , 



wrote 


Advert! si.r: A£;enc; 

dated November 19, 1953, 

^ mMK .fas^^ 

eooy of n:y reply tc^ 

16th re 



With respect to the above— listed Co^'r^s. ww%tsd^ . _. ^ 

he "as oo cosed to advertising in magazines ' arried c^-r^^e .iuyerv^iR 0 

? r0 ~ strictly an advertising man*s point of view. He pointed out ,#v 
advertising fell short cf its i.urk when it was carried in a publication^ 
Tniich carriad-cdasriisiisr* cf a similar line cc* .scrcnanuise quoting pr*.Co-_ 


J 


at less than 



■'1^ -^nt 1 z “rices . lie said bte*t in such a case, naturally 
the inter-es were not best curved became the reader of the 
sa^sz-nes coul^^^sparc the prices and, naturally, «vou_u ouy irom uie- 
/ ’6 ed ary 1* sti’V the_n^£n^^^cice . t : .at r.e did not knowi- of any 

agreements. betweeiMMjfi of AMD IXffiJIS vdthany 

other ttanuf actursr^S^^^oct to poRcxel to be followed oy ,tns manu- 
facturers and/or the magazines with respect to persons ar.c eaupanies-Atoo^ k 
listed their products at a price sug jested by the,mapuf ac«ui 

He said he did jnov^however, thav||B|||||||HBpiIs;o j-cI^ v -- J s rong j. a o 
this subject anJHBwas strongl^ppoSQc^o cat-rate auvertiser^; . ;^3 h“ 

".'.•I y - \- 

With letter of September 10, 1932, from HUNTING, 

.Xhnf wa.c arv- unsolicited letter* 
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exactly the sane p:..:*: ac a •' * 
Seep ‘jo * HG said id. a-.- i:.» 

.*■- ■ ^ClL.iSj IxSo-jO ^ i - ' ■* 

rate^advortissr- r or •• 1 ■ 
and not the c ar oi-iir; ... 
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September 3 0> .1532, to 1 ? . A. 
;:;iiu that' this letter was writ ' 
s po •. ■ < t of view. He eaidlfchat 
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...is client, tr.c 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

BEST ccrv AVAILABLE 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

FBI, DETROIT (60-433 ) 

( 60 - 4616 ) 


6/30/55 


iSvl ’ ^6ECTGR , FBI 

Sfc.-y '.}£ ‘y. ■},: ‘ S-r^ . 

- DlST£IB0TieN--yND--RET4lL AD.VEuTIDI.Wa OF iilfut* oCOi'Eci 

K /H-vj^NT3j ANTI-TRUST 

' Minneapolis airtel to New York, 23 instant , cc Bureau 
"•• and Detroit*' ' ' - •/■• ■■■■;. . 


Wm 

Ifffc 

: -t6 • 

ffK. 

•3'trVV V - 



h/: 


gSS: 


* 4 U 

which do es 

not manuf a c tuT^HJE^^TFi e scopes dux. noes manui acture 
. such" items’ as scope mounts, receiver sights, open sagrt 
bases and gun cleaning equipment. They also operate as 
jobbers of rifle scopes, guns, ammunition, and other items 
to make up a. complete line of shooting accessories. 

They have .a mailing list of approximately 10,000 dealers, 

' among 'the' estimated 17 ,000 -dealers in these lines in the 
U.Si, selling both to jobbers and' dealers . 

handles scopes of Weaver, Stith, Lyman, and Unertal. 
Trel iminary investigation reflects no pertinent cata^re 
alleged anti-trust violation; however, time available prior 
to Buded 7/1/55 not sufficient to search ; 24 drawers of 
ij correspondence. It is estimated that this can be done and. 

II report submitted 7/14/55* '-"'P?ytA. 

■Re paragraph.. 3 of letter from Precision Toql_fi 2 iUiU^^a 2 &ny , 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

jtAJz 'i'.vO 


•f»v) VJJrra^ 
ill! I » V* ' 





He recalls 

discount soiling D 7__ 
Company but states tniei 
no agreement to cease doing 


mends' cl 


es no orders have been received from\_ 

h.een; and ^continues to be a customer of 
exhi^^g^^iigeh . sheets shewing 24 
orders f rom '^^^^^Mfbetween 4/15/55 and 6 / 28 / 5 5 







%;;v v^i,:^ , . . 

#•*£? Fo^No.i>;/ - 

AT NEW YORK 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

/^. BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


K^tW'MAOt AT 


f date when 
made 


PERlOO FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE DY 


»y 




HOUSTON 6/24/53 (6/20,-23/55 

^STRIBUTIQ M-AND RETAXL-A.D VERT I S IMG 
"OP ftlFLE SCOPES AND MOUNTS 



jus ton , 

iince around' 

Ta mounts supplying 
receiving orders for scopes 
retailers.".- T, 
request 
prices '. 11 
manufac 


jm 





CHARACTER OP CASE 


ANTITRUST 



SY.NOPS1S OF FACTS: ■ 

of th€ 

d been 

Manufacti^Rjjs of riiie 
set forth. denied 

?rany "so-calle^p?xce cutting 
Corp.. is the only manufacturer 
to adhere to suggested list 
fair trade agreements with 
eceived any warnings from manufacturer 
or its customers were sel lim iminw 
suggested list prices. Files of the 

for the years 1954 and 1955 were made available, wei 

reviewed, and correspondence deemed pertinent set forth. 

• - RUC - 

DETAILS: AT HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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listing in the telephone directory for th< 





l line 23, 12 

by SA * s 


■;?s contacted 




.stated that! 
i , and that 

started sometime ar0W ^l____ lliB1 __ B _ 

^<jolle^^ig guns., scopes, BITOTts, ej 
hobby prior to- pe noted v-hatj 

i r, v r- a h v t, h ton, Texas, 

hts business outside oi a hepid re d mile radius of 

Houston, Texas JH^^B stated most of Ms business was obtained 
through persdnsfl^^^WScts,. and that ne has. previously aover vised 
in the American Rifleman and the .Sporting Goods Dealer , but 
that he had voluntarily withdrawn -his advei'tisin^abouT^^ 
m - because marital difficulties had arisen 


advised ^ or -^ e 

following fiia niii'acturers of riWa^bopes, ana furnished the 
following approximate percentage of each brand sola to the 
total of all* brands: 


m I'- 1 - 



) \ 

\ < j ... 

\ 

\ ) ' 


The Lyman Gun Sight Corporation 
Middl e field , Conroe t lc u t 

The Fee 
(-Throng: 

SumpterT 

Ky -Score Arms Company 

25 Lafayette Streets Brooklyn 1, II. T. 



- - 8o£ 


c?c/ 

5;* 


- 10$ 






D. ? , Bushnell &. Company, , ‘lrf8 £t D 1 H - ® - -;.S 
860 Bushnell Building, Pasadena, Calif. 

. • • ,•: ••■.: . ' ■ - 
Dnectl Optical -Company - - - Only 


m 




W : : 

• ;;•'•• ..? . .’^, ; Y; ; ' •, / 1 Th ~ . ..-* .. , : .■■!■; *■-?* / • <: 


v, 


%: 

¥> 

& 
£Z< 
4&L ; - 
ir - 


W-. - 


f?;. 

tfv 
k m 


QLk* 


eist co?v am 

that of the above- mentioned rifle 


„ 0 . -mi the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation and 


idvised 

scope ,aiaflUA' Wrturers , -zr^j v..-- ---- - nv , lcP . 

tie D. P. Bushnell anc. Company, Inc. are - P- " ^ 

wise . He stated the "Hy-Score” scope ji P^h ei priced- 
and that "Pecan" scope is of German manuoacoorc, i- of a 
different type of construction, and is there -.e i.o„ comp- — — 
v/ith the others. 


■.-h; 


of. scope mounts v, ( 
following approximate 




following -. pi fat 
[suppliers '. v.i 
f sales: 


a the 


hi .. .' ij . 


■:^h-hP r inda,. .Calif .Q g^a C 

_______ , ... 

3'olse, Idaho • ' ‘ * \ 

m Gian Sight Company 
Davison, Michigan 


Sxlmtown; Pennsylvania 







St' MjrV. 


orders for ^seppes frorc. 
cutting' retailers'’ : 


.pe .Company 
^Savings Company 


"v' >ver refused to , sell scopes tor 
'/'any .r etaiieif selling or advertising . 4 
>v.at prices below those- 7 ' sb^e^t'T ' 1J " ' 

ttilte. i • * 

/ of tH^PH3rementlpae^;v| 


.'any retailer' .. vas selling or aaver.txsju** • m 
prices below - manufacturer..; m 

Spv&rnh of f.H^^^flrernent¥finSd:?tt«™rfictift*erstvlfh'nbs&ndl^. ; ?ti : 1 m wich>y«a 
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ur.' ;; the Lyman 
rc- to the 
was based 
Steel Company. 

complained 
was girer. 
rymar. Chan 

sell ?. : less 
r. and Steel 



stated that -a . 

Gun Sight corporation would re-y-i- ■- r 
suggested list price. This opir.i::. c 
on the fact that he heard the Fed* a iro. 

Houston, which deals in hardware and cpor 
to the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation when' h 
a Lyman distributorship. He further otat 
Sight Corporation informed him that if he-^. 
than the suggested list price which the Pec*» 

Company was following, they would have to *;*; • 
dealership rather than lose the Pedcn account . 
stated he had heard rumors, the source of whic 
recall, that Peden and other Jobbers have sold t Iss-s 
list price on. {several occasions. 

advised that feabie prices are sutjec: 
mutual unWrstanding and there are no agreements with * 
manufacturers to control resale prices. 

stated the ultimate resale price to rc ' 
is conveyed to them by the manufacturers* consumers pr' 
lists, ahd when specifically asked by the retailer, he* 
would tell them what the consumer's price should be 




docs » prices 

He maintained that^^T^ailers^^^^^^^^^^HHHr so id at 
less than list price, he would to 1 

dp so because they were losing money, and thattheyshould 
limit their competition to services rendered,*: | Ee further ' sfcat^&fj 
he would not take' any action, and amplified this remark by 
saying, in the past it has bean brought to his attention that 
retailers have sold at lower than list price and when ho rec e i' 
this information, he did not take any action nor did he reoort ££ 
it to the manufacturer. y 


____ been warned by the tuanu- 

that or j.t£ customers were eel i If 

r below the roatiufac vurez^^^^T^^prixe . He denied corresponding 
• wi.thmanuf ad burets regarding- r.ebttllers selling "off list", 

that any understandings exist between the 
I and the manufacturers that the jobber o Will'd^ 
-..7..-^^.- — _ jtailers who devia.te from the manufacturers* 

.suggested list, prices, 

'• .’ v 

allowing manufacturers have refudSQ 
■ their products: ifwflf 


' with . manuf aU buret 





r~\ ,..: * ;., .*-v : *>> .-j 
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Redfi^ld , Gyn*"sight Company" in which they stated they were nos 
satis^ed. with the present distribution of their products in 
the Houston area. He was unable to explain their sudden on any..' 

ir; plans. 

Fac honeys r Gun Worlcs, 1220 South Grant Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California 

This company refused to .sell as^ a jobber, 

and would only.- sell to him. as. a dealer i^Hmppwas at a less 
to understand this viewpoint since he 'dears strictly on a 
'wholesale basis. 




W. R. Weaver Company 
El Paso, Texas 



en by the' Weaver .Company for refusing - ft 
was that they had sufficient distribut- u 


ouston area. 


At this poirLt^^^^^H^a'4a.a'V^ial>le for review, 
\hiV-' files for the ye&rsT9^yan^'955/ uThe/corresporidence 
contained in those files .which' waa’.deemect pertinent to this 
investigation is set forth as enclosures'herewith. 


tin 


ENCLOSURES: 


TO BUREAU - Photostatic copies of the fallowing: i 


V ' 




. Six ( 5) letters' from the Redfield Gun Sight Company 
to the Texas Gun Clinic dated 9/3/52 ; 7/8/5^; 9/8/5^; 1/31/55- ; 

2/9/55; 5/13/55. | 

Redfield ^^^^^^Company ^ 

. -lan^attached 

■ - . '1 j ■' v 1 U 31: iiu; _■ ^ it n ^ J . * 4ltl 


'Xif % 'handle d^by r v ^ 

. •• •’ ‘ ;\ . . V ‘ ■ ••Mr V-#i? 

fy -t ^;v ; One {l} ‘.6-page, pefci^bn; £51 

idling -the mohth of June* . 

V • • . • ’ •'■' -*^'\ . 1'; ' 

* ‘V ■?•• ;. > : y . S , <y ’'d . I/' *T-‘ ^ 
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DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MAOC «Y 

| mad*: 

i 6-27 -55 O- 1. r , 20 , 21 -55 


DISTRIBUT I ON AN D. RETAI L A DVERT IF IN 0 OF 
RIFT ,F SCO? FS“ANE> MOUNTS 


CHARACTER OR CASK 


ANTITRUST 



T- 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

ARMS CO., Milwaukee, are authorized jobbers for the Lyman 

and the Norman Ford, but obtains Weaver scopes for its retail 

>iK trade from an authorized Weaver jobber in Red Wing, Minn, 
scopes comprise 95# of sales; Lyman 4< and Norman Ford 1 %. 

owledge that his retailers engage in cut-price sail?! 
has no agreement with manuf^^urgr^^ and manufacturers 
bed no restrictions on him. no knowledge that 

retailers have been refused advertism^^^^po 
evidentiary correspondence obtained 



forts, magazines 


NO 


RUC - 


;? « 


I 

PET A II 




m 


fe'v 


AT MILVAUK' 


V; If CONS IN 


■jm 


H 1 


By letter dated June 13, 1955 the Bureau transmitted a copy of a .J 
memorandum dated June 9, 1955 from the Antitrust Division of the 
U. 3 Department of Justice, which requested that certain informa-* 1 
tr'nn. and evidentiary material be obtained from a jobber or dealer 
in rifle scopes, inasmuch as allegations have be.en made that 
possible violations of the antitrust laws may exist -in connection .<$ 
with the distribution and advertising of rifle scopes by five of 
the largest manufacturers of such rifle scopes. 


.. 1 P 


<* 


6 y -46l 6 


V*D AND ‘ 

i-J5»S2* 5°*Si__ 

ttJFTES D^f^SoyED" 

228 A(^ 

£ - Bureau ( 60-4^16) 
‘•"2 - New York (60-1107) 
I - Milwaukee (4$0-l80) 

* * • '■ ' “ ** _ / > 

Sift 


■rm 


8 reu At. AdKKT 

IW CMAAj>f 


DO hJpT WRIT* 

<^Wj 


n x \ 2' 
1L!IW$ '.055 
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‘V** {>>»■* 


“'. y ij :*: 5ni. : ' '»! 


fife 


*r ; 

:r*V 




■fcusinesc 
^35- V. : 
April 1, 


and dea le- 
an authors 
approx imat 
s.copes, bU‘ 



Understand in 
many .Weaver 
with &£_jan ch 


A v. v --■ . ‘ -.r- ■ \ 

„ - ' : "• •• .; 

' Wfe| best COW 

.1955^ 

p a 

'sporting gooas business ano tne Tire a ^ 

•.ast 15 years. He previously had his Shop at' 
ve. , but has been at bis present location einct, : 

stated that, he has been authorized Jobber 
scopes for approximately three years, andi|, 
dealer for the Norman Ford (Texan scopes).^ 
He stated that he also handles the Weaver *2 
direct basis nor as an authorized factory 
he obtains his Weaver scopes from the 
, the latter being an 
,ta ted that he has an 
h iro with 





1 up 1 

.a 4**' 

-ad d it 'Lqn&l ^ 6b t 
l~yi eb’yer ; s cope 
that he billS^B^ 
Tor the loading" 


ires, and^TSTB^^BMK fur*)i,9b es 
ed ing equipment as h ^requires * ■’ Ha ? a tat 
-.e same price that ithe ! factory charges him 
‘<?d . that-lliWlap^XiM to the Weaver Go rp. to 
jobber, but the Weavef* Corp. refused him a 
■->> (= output was enough to add 

stated that^^^Bbills him for the 
’ugh the Weave!^To. would bill him, end 
»<r : e as though the I.yTpan Co. would bill him 




of Jobber an 



The 1 
on page 



stated that he acts in the dual capacity .. 
the scopes line. '•••*.,. * Y, 

’ » » ; > - ^ « <> " * ‘.f! 

- ,re the answers /be requested from questions >'• 
i nemo "of the ^Attorney General: 


?ord 'rifle ;s- 
-,v;iwthe weave- 
‘•‘Fond brand , 
the tytnan Co . 

scop^ for- 4^9 
stated that t) 
^eansidered con : 
*>.00 power sco. 

The present .-ret 
lb as follows r 

'r.r.f i,’. f -> - 

’if iff • 

; ' ^ ^ • .Wju* *• .- * •*, * 

'• ; v ; - - - 

$V . f > > u * . V' .? • V -•••,' . r r . 


the Lyman, ‘the Weaver and the Norman 
stated that 95# of his scope sales 
e Lyman brand., and 1# the Norman 
stated that about one year ago 
he market with their "All American' 
?r to meet Weaver competition. He ,. f>( 


ClGI^ 


* ;*TW 


Ford and the Lyman rifle scopes 
. price-wise, in the 2.5 and the •*.. /% H\l 

<. ' 'h' . 

. ? 

.1 Vw" 

•r. list ’of the scopes which he handlea^lYL^ 

60 . 


‘Yd: 



- .2-V- 


16 - 73 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


s* 


■ 




